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This year presents some special attention to the rechartering process as we 
move forward on state law compliance and Moraine Trails Council rechartering 
policies designed to help manage the process. Some of the key items unit lead-
ers need to address as they prepare for and work the rechartering process are: 
 LEADER POSITION SPECIFIC TRAINING: leaders in positions where they di-

rectly supervise youth MUST be trained. The training rules are enclosed.  
 LEADER YOUTH PROTECTION TRAINING: ALL registered leaders must have 

current youth protection training. Our Council provides a youth protection 
training DVD to every unit annually to ensure this is not an obstacle.  

 PA ACT 15 Compliance paperwork: all three background checks required 
by state law must be submitted. The Council has nearly 1,000 volunteers to 
process and track, and they will need time to record each person’s paper-
work.  

 Online charter renewal: by now your unit leadership should have received 
the rechartering booklet with the online instructions and codes to recharter. 
The online process ensures your leadership registers all required positions 
with the Boy Scouts of America and ensures correct fee calculation.  

 
With more than 100 units to recharter, our Council leadership asks for our unit 
leader’s cooperation in attending one of the district unit rechartering days to 
expedite your unit charter renewal. A special rechartering letter and flier has 
been mailed to all Council unit leaders. If a unit cannot be entered into the BSA 
system in January the unit cannot meet and is not insured until all the above 
paperwork is correct to enter. Our Council Commissioner, Doug Benninger 
thanks you in advance for your cooperation! Our scouts are fortunate to have 
exceptional leaders in the Moraine Trails Council! 

Youth Protection Training- Scouting 
Safe Program for our Youth 

Youth protection is the most important program 
for our youth that the BSA has developed and is 
mandatory to be a Scouting leader no matter 
the registered position. Leadership commitment 
to the established BSA Youth Protection Pro-
gram is essential in keeping youth safe and a 
part of a successful life changing program. 
Youth protection only works when EVERYONE in 
Scouting has been trained in the Youth Protec-
tion Program and then holds every peer ac-
countable when delivering the    program.  
MyScouting.org is an online  resource to take 
online Youth Protection  training. The Council 
also supplies Youth Protection DVD’s to units for 
free and has computers at the Scout Service 
Center for use in taking the online training. 
Please make an appointment if you need these 
resources.  
Leadership selection: chartered organizations 
must interview potential leaders, check refer-
ences, and have the unit committee review the 
application as well to ensure only the best peo-
ple are being selected, people who will follow 
the procedures and be FULLY TRAINED as lead-
ers. 
Create barriers to child abuse: leaders and unit 
committee members, as well as Council and 
district staff and volunteers, create barriers to 
abuse by enforcing the youth protection poli-
cies.  
Reporting improper behavior is the next step in 
identifying offenders and removing them from 
the program and having the    authorities inves-
tigate. Youth can be trained in how to report 
and respond to perpetrators through the Cub 
Scout video “A Time to Tell” and the Boy Scout 
and Venturing “It Happened to Me” videos. Go 
to Scouting.org for more information on these 
resources. 
All incidences need to be reported to the Scout 
Service Center immediately so offenders can be 
reported to authorities and removed from 
Scouting. Again, shared   involvement at all lev-
els of our Scouting   program will best achieve 
our number one   mission, keeping youth safe. 

_____Important Rechartering Facts 

_____Council Camping Committee to host Webinars 

The Moraine Trails Council has recently experienced the largest change in Cub 
Scout leadership it has ever had. To help support our new leaders and plan for 
summer camp, a series of monthly webinars will be scheduled monthly for ap-
proximately 20-30 minute sessions. A list of the monthly topics and webinar 
dates will be published online by November 15th and a special webinar schedule 
will be e-mailed to Cub Scout leadership as well. If your pack would like to fire 
up and excite its youth and parents about camp at the December pack meeting 
please e-mail Pat Hanford at pat.hanford@scouting,org your preferred camp 
promotion date, time, and location and your unit will be contacted to confirm 
the presentation which is only 10 minutes!   

mailto:pat.hanford@scouting,org
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_____Changes ahead for Boy Scouts 

The coming changes to the Boy Scout program while not as extensive as those that transformed Cub Scouts, are still im-
portant and require careful planning. 
 
Growing The Outdoor Program 
 
The number of campouts required at the earlier ranks will increase.  One campout will be required for Tenderfoot, two addi-
tional campouts for Second Class and three more for First Class.  Also, look for an increased focus at each rank on discussing 

outdoor ethics, with the youth evaluating how they practice those principles on a campout. 
 
Making the Scout Badge a Formal Rank 
 
Previously, the Scout badge was only a joining requirement.  Now, boys will have to demonstrate their 
knowledge of the requirements to a member of the troop to have them signed off. 
 

Beefing Up Physical Fitness 
 
Currently, only the Tenderfoot rank carries fitness requirements.  To promote lifelong healthy habits, 
there will be greater focus on health and smart nutrition thought the early ranks. 
 
Putting Greater Emphasis on Service and Stewardship 
 
The service requirement that once covered only Star, Life and Eagle now extends to three previous ranks.  At the Life rank, 
half of the service hours must be conservation-related. 
 
 
 
 
Deepening Scout Spirit 
 
At each rank, Scouts will be asked to tell how they have done their duty to God and how they have lived by the Scout Law.  
They’ll be asked to describe this in their own words.  How that is interpreted will be completely left to the boy, so there’s no 
fear of a wrong answer as long as he can articulate his belief. 
 
Despite these exciting changes, a lot remains the same on the Boy Scouting front.  There are no changes in the number of 
merit badges required at Star through Eagle, in the active requirement or in the number of service hours.  Troops will still be 
boy-led, patrol leader councils will still plan the program, and the Scout Oath and Scout Law will still embody Scouting’s 
principles.  To help Scouts navigate these changes, leaders are advised to attend roundtables, follow online postings and 
keep in touch through unit commissioners.  Leaders will find plenty of good information at scouting.org/programupdates 
and in these resources:  Troop Leader Guidebooks, Program Features For Troops, Teams and Crews, New Edition of Boy 
Scout Handbooks, New Boy Scouting Requirement. For more information please visit: http://www.scouting.org/
scoutsource/programupdates.aspx  
 

 

http://www.scouting.org/scoutsource/programupdates.aspx
http://www.scouting.org/scoutsource/programupdates.aspx
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_____2017 National Jamboree Meeting _____Area 4 Key Leader Conference 

_____Council Training Committee 

_____Silver Beaver Recipient  

_____American Legion Contest 

The Moraine Trails Council Training Committee will be 

hosting a networking event Saturday November 21st at 

Rachel’s Roadhouse in Butler, PA from 2-4 PM. This event is 

a new concept that hopes to bring to the table, Trainers in 

each of our individual units that can help the District meet 

its training obligations. This event will also serve as a recog-

nition for Units who by the date of the reception have 100% 

trained leaders. If you are interested in helping with the 

Council Training Committee please contact Tim Holt at 

(412) 849-9738.  

Its time to get GROWING! The 2015 Area 4 Key Leadership 

Conference will be held on Saturday November 14th at 

Indiana University of Pennsylvania. If you are interested in 

learning more about the Councils that surround the Mo-

raine Trails Council making up Area 4, the Northeast Re-

gion or new National Scouting programs, you will want to 

attend this quality training. Reservation forms can be ob-

tained by calling Betty Bopp at (724) 287-6791, cost for 

the event is $24 until November 6 then $29.  

The National Scout Jamboree happens once every four years, 

and the next one is in August 2017. Imagine 10 days of non-

stop fun, activities, and unique experiences that will provide 

for the Scouts to be challenged and enriched.  

The Moraine Trails Council is planning on sending 1 Troop of 

36 Scouts and 4 leaders and 1 Co-Ed Venturing Crew of 12 

Scouts and 2 Leaders to the Summit. An introductory meeting 

will be held December 10, 2015 at the Preston Center begin-

ning at 7:00 PM, interested Parents, Scouts and Leaders 

should plan on attending.  

It would be a good idea to start your fundraising now, the 

anticipated cost for 10 days of activities, transportation, food, 

lodging and jamboree gear is around $1,600, with the first 

down payment due within the first quarter of 2016. For more 

information please contact Terry Groth at (724) 601-1665.  

Congratulations are extended to Marvin Lebby and Lena 

Connell for being selected by the Council’s Advancement 

Committee as recipients of the Council’s highest Volunteer 

honor, the Silver Beaver Award. Mr. Lebby, an Eagle Scout is 

the Chairman of the Board of Williams Cleaveland Co. and 

has served as a Council Executive Board member for the past 

8 years. Ms. Connell is a Sales Representative for Rainbow 

Cleaning Products and has served at the Council level on the 

Friends of Scouting and Popcorn Committees. Both Mr. Leb-

by and Ms. Connell have also been actively involved in their 

communities serving as Board Members for local non-profit 

agencies and as active members of their local faith based 

organizations. The Silver Beaver award will be presented at 

the Council’s recognition dinner November 5, 2015 at the 

White Barn in Prospect, PA beginning at 6:30 PM. To make a 

reservation please contact Betty Bopp at (724) 287-6791, 

walk-ins accepted.  

The American Legion would like to invite Boy Scouts in 

the Moraine Trails Council to participate in the 2016 

Oratorical or Constitutional Speech Contest,  with a 

chance purse of $16,000 for local scouts! An interest 

meeting will be held December 7th by Butler County 

Chairman John S. Pritchard (724) 282-1146 or (724) 283-

9014. For more information please visit 

www.legion.org/oratorical. If you are a Scout from Arm-

strong County, please call Chuck Hartman.  

http://www.legion.org/oratorical
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_____2016 Camp Director’s Appointment 

Hello, my name is Bob Seman and I am pleased to be select-
ed as your 2016 Resident Camp Director. I have served as 
Day Camp Program Director for the last 2 years as well as 
Family Camp Chairman for the last 3 Cub Scout Family 
Camps. I look forward to bringing new and exciting ideas to 
both camps while maintaining the traditions you hold dear.  I 
would like to invite you to be part of an open dialog with me 
when it comes to your ideas and goals for our camps. You 
may email me at any time at Robert.Seman@Scouting.org.   
Thank you and I look forward to working with you all. 
Bob Seman 
Camp Director  

This year’s Fall Family Camp and Open House was a HUGE 
success! Despite the cold weather Moraine Trails Councils 
had over 1000 participants attend on October 17th! We 
would like to thank the countless volunteers who donated 
their time to help make this camp a success.  Check-In was 
quick, activities were safe, and campfires burned with 
scouting enthusiasm.  Without your support none of this 
would have been possible.  
Scouts and parents alike had a great time launching there 
home assembled rockets, racing the TV themed Cubmobiles 
around the track, talking with scouts from around the world 
at the Jamboree on the Air and Jamboree on the Internet 
stations, and watching the Drone’s first flight high overhead 
of Camp Agawam.  
We look forward to seeing you at our next exciting and ever 
engaging  Spring Family Camp in May 2016!  

_____Fall Family Camp & Open House 

_____ATTACK of the Drones, Aghhhhh! 

Camp Agawam will be under attack next summer. The 

Drones are coming to Camp Agawam for Cub Scout Resident 

Camp.  In addition to our Flying Camera Drone keeping an 

Eagles Eye view on all the fun of camp, scouts will be able to 

fly a smaller drone on their own. Some of the highlights of 

this year’s Cub Scout Camp will include model airplane 

demonstrations, remote control boats, STEM activities, 

scouting skills, and a game of Battle Ship like you have never 

seen before. The Webelos Advancement program will focus 

on Boy Scout camping skills such as campfire building, 

setting up a tent, Dutch Oven cooking as well as First Re-

sponder Skills and leadership opportunities. Select your 

Camp leadership early so any time off needed can be sched-

uled in January. I look forward to seeing you at camp this 

summer.   

With the fall weather it might be hard to think about Sum-
mer Camp but we are in full swing of planning your 2016 Boy 
Scout and Cub Scout Resident Camp.  We would like to invite 
all interested camp staff to apply for an experience of a life 
time to be a member of our 2016 Camp Staff. We are ac-
cepting resumes for Program Director, Head Cook, Aquatics 
Director, Waterfront Director, Range Director, Archery Direc-
tor, Health Officer, Program Area Directors, and support staff 
and instructors.  Job Descriptions and instructions on how to 
apply are available on www.moraintrails.org.  Program Di-
rector resumes are due no later than November 15, 2015, 
area director positions are due December 1st and all other 
positions are due December 15, 2015.  All qualified appli-
cants are encouraged to apply, some positions may have 
minimum age limitations as per the National Camp Stand-
ards. For more information please contact Camp Director 
Bob Seman at Robert.Seman@Scouting.org or at the Mo-
raine Trails Council Service Center at 724-287-6791. 

_____Staff for Summer Camp 

mailto:Robert.Seman@Scouting.org
http://www.moraintrails.org
mailto:Robert.Seman@Scouting.org
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_____Camp Bucoco Corner 

As winter sets in, remember the snow and cold are 
great adventures for the scouts in your unit to enjoy 
Camp Bucoco’s camping facilities. Cabin or campsite; 
comfy or brave the elements, your choice.  The year 
round camp store is open every Saturday.  Reserve now 
by calling the council service center at 724-287-6791. 
 
Does your troop have a personalized dining hall table 
they can be proud of? Winter months are a great time 
to adopt a table, make a new set of benches or just 
come help do repairs. Other projects are available and 
ongoing during the coming months. We are always try-
ing to improve your camp. Contact Ranger Jim if you 
plan to assist by volunteering. Camp Bucoco Service 
Corps schedules almost every Saturday. A reminder all 
OA members must keep track of their own hours all 
year for awards. Phone 724-794-8393. 
 

_____Popcorn Drawing Winners 

October 9, 2015 
Shane A.  Troop 743 
Ben S.   Troop 712 
Edward D.  Pack 743 
 
October 16, 2015 
Rocco P.  Pack 6 
Eric J.   Troop 721 
Gavin B.  Pack 413 
 
October 23, 2015 
Christian G.  Troop 743 
A.J. M.   Pack 403 
Nick G.   Pack 413 

Built on a legacy of pride and professionalism, 

we serve the area’s insurance needs. 

Butler and Seven Fields 

724-283-8181 or 724-772-8180 

visit our website: 

www.howardinsurance.com 

 

_____Council Service Center Closings in November 

The Council Service Center and Scout Shop will be 

closed Thursday, November 26 and Friday, November 

27 for the Thanksgiving holiday.  We will reopen on 

Monday, November 30 at 8:30 a.m. 

Visit Our  Facebook Page!  

We are pleased to announce the creation of an en-
hanced Facebook page. So please visit the new Moraine 
Trails Council page soon and please be sure to LIKE us!!!! 
www.facebook.com/morainetrails 
 The www.morainetrails.org website still remains the 
primary source for news and information about Moraine 
Trails, but the new Facebook page, which will be updat-
ed with content from around the Council, will provide 
yet another avenue for those who wish to share experi-
ences and ideas with others and stay connected to our 
events and programs.  

http://www.howardinsurance.com/
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Email: boyscouts@morainetrails.org 
Web: www.morainetrails.org 

 

Council Service Center & Scout Shop 
Hours of Operation 

Monday to Friday 8:30am to 5:00pm 
 

Council Office Staff: 
Betty Bopp  

Office Manager, Bookkeeper                              
Email: betty.bopp@scouting.org 

 

Pat Hanford  
Registrar, Camp, Eagle’s                           

Email: pat.hanford@scouting.org 
 

Cindy Myers  
Scout Shop Manager                           

Email: cindy.myers@scouting.org 
 

Glacier Ridge District  
Dist Director: Irv Gable 

Email: Irvin.Gable@scouting.org   
 

 

King Beaver District 
District Executive:  Alan Baldarelli 

Email: alan.baldarelli@scouting.org  
  

River Valley District 
Vacant 

        Email: 

Frank Girandi 
Council President 

 

Doug Benninger 
Council Commissioner 

 

Raymond Tennent 
Council Scout Executive  

Raymond.tennent@scouting.org  

Alex Stockmal 

The Board of Directors  & Staff of Alle Kiski 

Strong Chamber 

Ralph Johnston 

Pack and Troop 733 

Colleen & Bill Wilver 

Duane Johnston 

Alex Stockmal 

Jon Walters 

Anthony Chiavernini 

Emma L. Remick 

Paul Shaftic, Jr. 

Rose Mary Rennard 

Grant T. Schultheis 

The Bruce Family 

Ralph Johnston 

Howard Snyder 

John J. Fassinger, II 

Lester Hauschild 
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___Council Key 3 
___Memorial and Tribute Gifts 

___Council Contacts 

_____Scout Store News 

Fall is here and so is the chill in the air.  Pick up a scout hoodie and take a look 
around the store.  We have the 2015 additions to the Scouting 
Village displayed: the lighted Villa Philmonte house and Resident camp tents as well 
as the Philmont Trek accessory figurine.  In addition, I have several of the 2014 

Dining Halls and snowman ornaments for sale.  These 
and many more items are available for all your shopping 
needs.  Call now to order your Pinewood Derby, 
Raingutter Regatta and Space Derby kits. 
 
EXTENDED HOURS FOR NOVEMBER:  Saturday, Novem-
ber 7 from 9 a.m. until noon. 
 
QUESTIONS?  Call CINDY at 724-287-6791 
 
*NOTE:  Can’t make it into the Store?   I would  
                be glad to mail your order to your home.   

mailto:boyscouts@morainetrails.org
http://www.morainetrails.org
mailto:betty.bopp@scouting.org
mailto:pat.hanford@scouting.org
mailto:cindy.myers@scouting.org
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_____October Eagle Scouts 

Troop First Name Middle Name Last Name Sponsor 

16 Kirkland Roy Porter Butler Armco Employees Association 

53 Keefer David Gregoire Methodist Men Of Nixon United Methodist 

457 Matthew Alexander Tarasovich English Lutheran Church 

551 Andrew  James Stimmell Byers Taxi Service Inc. 

557 Bradley Kristopher Timko Zion United Methodist Church 

712 Daniel William Blinn First Presbyterian Church 

718 Benjamin Thomas Kotch Highland Presbyterian Church 

Congratulations to these Eagle Scouts whose hard 

work and dedication has graduated them in an elite 

fraternity of men. Less than 6% of all Scouts who begin 

their career attain the rank of Eagle.  We are incredibly 

proud to have such great men who continue to make a 

positive impact in our world. 
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_____Shooting Sports Committee  

BECOMING A BSA SHOOTING SPORTS INSTRUCTOR 
 

What certification do scouts and adult leaders\parents need to assist in shooting sports? 
 For firearms BSA requires shooting sports instructors and supervisors be certified NRA Instructor in the discipline 
(rifle, shotgun, muzzleloader, pistol) in which they’re conducting training.  BSA also requires a Range Safety Officer at events. 
How do scouts and adult leaders\parents become shooting sports instructors? 
 Both scouts and leaders attend a full NRA Instructor Workshop in the discipline in which they’re interested.  This is a 
full NRA certification, not a BSA certification. 
What does the Instructor Workshop cover? 
 The first course is the Basic Instructor Training (BIT) block which covers policies and procedures for both the NRA and 
BSA, teaching techniques, organizing and conducting shooting sports activities and documentation requirements.  This BIT is 
good for 2 years and is a pre-requisite for discipline specific courses.  The discipline specific courses are: rifle, shotgun, pistol, 
and muzzleloader. They are 10-14 hours long depending on the course. 
What type of certification does attending a course provide? 
 Adults 21 years old get a certified instructor rating.  Individuals 18-21 get an assistant instructor rating.  Individuals 13
-17 get an apprentice instructor rating.   Apprentice and assistants instructors can provide instruction when assisting a fully 
certified instructor.  When apprentice and assistants instructors turn 18 or 21 respectively, they upgrade to the next level 
without retaking the instructor course.  Range Safety Officers must be 21 years old…there are no assistant or apprentice 
Range Safety Officer ratings. 
How do MTC scouts qualify to attend an Instructor Workshop? 
 Scouts 15 years old and above with a merit badge in the area of interested, recommendation from your Scout Master 
and parental permission can attend the workshop. 
What pre-requisites are required to become an instructor? 
 All instructor candidates must pass a closed book general information test on the firearms for the workshop which 
they’re attending (merit badge book information), complete an evaluation on loading, unloading and dealing with malfunc-
tions for all action types of the firearm type, and pass a marksmanship evaluation.   
What does a troop need to conduct shooting sports at the troop level? 
 BSA requires a fully certified instructor and certified NRA Range Safety Officer to conduct shooting sports.  They can-
not be the same person. 
How do you get a Range Safety Officer certification? 
  Attend an NRA Range Safety Officer course or, once a certified instructor, take the course online.  To conduct 
shooting sports at MTC ranges have the RSO rating and receive an MTC Standard Operation Procedures (SOP) briefing. 
When are the next MTC NRA Instructor Workshops? 
 Currently the next workshops are scheduled for March 19-20 and April 22-24, 2016.  We will be offering the BIT and 
the choice of Rifle, Pistol, Shotgun, Muzzleloader or RSO. (BIT not required for RSO). 
How do I get more information? 
 Contact Dave Gemperle at dgemperle@aol.com or Chad Gallagher at cgallagher@zoominternet.net.  
 
COURSES OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
The Shooting Sports committee provides courses to the general public as a community service.  Please see the schedule locat-
ed below.  The next open course is November 7th. 
 
Continued on next page.  
 

mailto:dgemperle@aol.com
mailto:cgallagher@zoominternet.net
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_____Shooting Sports Committee Cont’d 

MTC SHOOTING SPORTS SCHEDULE 
(As of October 28, 2015) 

 

November 7 – NRA Basic pistol courses open to the general public 
                           Camp Agawam 
                           7:30 AM to 5:30 PM 

December 5 – NRA Basic pistol open to the general public 
              Location TBD 
                           7:30 AM to 5:30 PM 
December 6 - Refuse to be a Victim Course open to the general public as a community service  
             Location TBD 
             1 PM 
January 8 – Refuse to be a Victim Course open to the general public as a community service 
                      Camp Bucoco 
                       7 PM 
January 9 – NRA Personal Protection in the Home to the general public as a community service    
                      (Not a scout event) 
        Camp Bucoco 
                      7:30 AM to 5:30 PM 
January 10 – NRA Personal Protection in the Home Instructor course (Not a scout event.) 
                       Camp Bucoco 
                      7:30 AM to 5:30 PM 
February 5 - Refuse to be a Victim Course open to the general public as a community service 
                      Camp Agawam 
                      7 PM 
February 6-7 - NRA Personal Protection Outside the Home for instructors candidates  
                          and the general public as a community service (Not a scout event). 
             Camp Agawam 
February 27-28 – NRA Personal Protection Outside the Home Instructor Only Course  
                  (Not a scout event.) 
                  Location TBD 
March 18-20 – NRA Rifle, Shotgun, Muzzleloader, Pistol Instructor or Range Safety Officer              
                            Courses  
                            Camp Bucoco 
April 14-17 -  Venture Quest 
                         Camp Bucoco 
April 22-24 – NRA Rifle, Shotgun, Muzzleloader, Pistol Instructor or Range Safety Officer Courses 
                        Camp Bucoco 
May 20th – MTC Cub Scout Family Camp 
                    Camp Agawam 
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_____November Roundtable Webinar 

November 11, 2015 Roundtable Webinar Information 
 
1.  Please join my meeting, Wednesday, November 11, 
2015 at 7:00 PM Eastern Standard Time. 
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/471517101 
 
2.  Use your microphone and speakers (VoIP) - a headset 
is recommended.  Or, call in using your telephone. 
 
Dial +1 (646) 749-3122 
Access Code: 471-517-101 
Audio PIN: Shown after joining the meeting 
 
Meeting ID: 471-517-101 
 

_____Popcorn Take Order Sale Distribution Pickup 

Glacier Ridge District (Central and Northern Butler Co) 

Butler Agway 

500 Evans City Rd. 

Butler, PA 16001 

8:30 – 10: a.m.  (Units will be assigned pickup times) 

 

Glacier Ridge (Southern Butler County) 

 

General Rental Center Warehouse   (2nd Warehouse behind main building) 

41 Progress Ave. 

Cranberry Twp., PA 16066 

8:30-10:00 a.m. 

 

King Beaver District (Lawrence County) 

 

Pizza Joes Corporate Center 

270 Commerce Dr. 

New Castle, PA 16105 

8:00 – 10:00 a.m. 

 

River Valley District (Armstrong/Westmoreland Counties) 

 

Baker Gas 

1 Baker Gas Drive 

Worthington, PA 16262 

Friday, November 13   6:00-8:00 p.m. 
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